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TRAINING & EDUCATION PROGRAMS

The Association is mindful of the developments taking place in the international freight
forwarding arena and continue to keep the Sri Lankan freight forwarding industry abreast
with the rest of the world. The Association is working towards raising standards within
the industry and making the industry a dynamic and more professional trade sector.
Thus, the Association has placed high emphasis on skills development and capacity
building within the industry through international and local training programs. All local
training programs are conducted by the SLFFA training institute, the Academy for
International Trade and Transport (AITT)

For the ninth consecutive year, the Association in collaboration with the Australian
Federation of International Forwarders (AFIF) conducted a full DGR course, which was
held from 13th to 17th January 2009 for staff of member companies with the participation
of 21 applicants for the DGR course and 25 participants for the DGR Refresher course.
The training program helped member companies to improve their competence in
handling dangerous cargo in compliance with IATA standards.

The Association is hopeful that its training institute AITT, in future would be able to
conduct the DGR training program without having to obtain the services of external
trainers, which is an additional cost for the Association.

Another significant milestone achieved during the period under review is the AITT being
granted certification to run the FIATA Diploma course in Sri Lanka. It is indeed a great
achievement that our entire industry could be proud of.

ACADEMY FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE & TRANSPORT
(AITT)

During the year 2008/2009 the AITT continued to conduct seminars on trade and
transport. 3 certificate modules and 5 seminars were conducted in 2008. AITT had its
first certification ceremony along with the SLFFA AGM, where the Hon Minster of
International trade Prof G.L Peiris was the chief guest, and Mrs. Geetha Karandawela
was the guest of honour. Over 60 students who completed the Multimodal Transport
course and the Customs Module received their certificates at this event.

During the year 2008/2009 the following seminars and workshops were conducted in
association with the Sri Lanka Shippers’ Council and the National Chamber of Exporters;

. Seminar on CSI Mega Port Initiative — April 2008

. Seminar on Documentary credit — 7th June 2008



. Workshop on ‘Global supply chain’ — 9th August 2008
. Seminar on E-commerce in Sri Lanka - 25th September 2008
. Seminar on Risk management- 30th January 2009

During the year, AITT introduced a successful and a unique course on International Port
Operations and Port Management, together with the Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA).
This module was conducted with the participation of 40 students in the first batch and 18
students in the second batch. The course commenced in March 2009. In addition AITT
also conducted a Module on Multimodal Transport, Logistics, Freight Forwarding and
Supply Chain Management, with the participation of over 30 students.

In September 2008, AITT participated at the FIATA World Congress held in Vancouver,
and submitted the AITT course material for validation and was approved to conduct the
FIATA Diploma in Sri Lanka by the Advisory Body for Vocational Training of FIATA
(ABVT). SLFFA/AITT became the first Sri Lankan logistics training academy that was
accredited by FIATA to conduct their Diploma course. AITT is planning to launch a
fulltime FIATA diploma course in June/July 2009 in addition to the current courses
conducted in association with UNESCAP.

AITT wishes to place on record its appreciation for the support extended by UNESCAP
and Mrs. Karandawela by way of material and guidance for the academy to achieve
FIATA accreditation. The Association wishes to also commend Mr. Rohan Masakorala
our Course Director and his team of Lecturers for this achievement.



